ASCENSION CATHOLIC PARISH

December 23 - 24, 2023

YOU WILL CONCEIVE IN YOUR
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NAME HIM JESUS ,

LUKE I: 31
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Sharing the Spirit
Together in Christ

DIOCESE
¥ ofCalgary

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

“To be Missionary Disciples”
We invite you to encounter Christ deeply in the Eucharist within a vibrant Catholic
Community where you can use your gifts and talents to spread the Gospel message with joy

MASS TIMES

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Saturday: 9:00am
NEW* Wednesday: 6:00pm

Psalm 96: Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.

Dear friends,

Above all: May all the blessings of Christmas—joy, trust, hope, love, peace, and so
many more—descend upon you and your loved ones!

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 5:00pm & 7:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am; 10:00am;
12:00pm & 4:00pm

PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Fr. John Gannon

To all who are visiting Ascension Catholic Parish this weekend to celebrate our
Lord’s birth, we wish you all the best. It is good to gather together. You are called.
You matter! You belong.

When | think of birthdays, | ask myself, what do we wish for the most? As the birth-
day boy or girl, we want to be remembered and appreciated, by words and ges-
tures (as we blow out the candles on a yummy cake). As a parent or as a friend, we
want our gifts to be gracefully accepted, and most importantly, we love it when it
makes our special ones smile with joy. That is priceless!

Associate: Fr. JP Luxbacher

As you hold out your heart to the little Baby Jesus today, may He smile at this
beautiful gift. It is a day to make God’s heart abound with joy.

Vicar: Fr. Adrian Martens
(Sundays)

On behalf of the whole staff, Fr John, and the other Priests, may His light fill your
heart. Wishing you a Merry and Blessed Christmas.

Deacon: Patrick Woo

Admin Assist: Jenn Pashula

. Yours,
Sacraments : Linda Hengen v

Communications: Sophia
Nelson

FORMED

1 Year Subscription

BOO kkee pe r: CI ndv KreUtzer FORMED is the premier Catholic streamil
thousands of enriching Catholic movies, p

e-books when you sign up with Ascension

Resource: Connie Raz

How to sign up for free:
1.Go to Formed.org

2.Select Sign Up at the top
3.Type Ascension Catholic Parish as your organizatiol

OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday_saturday F|0|;1 Ascension éathollc Pansh
9:30am - 4:00pm
Closed for Lunch 12pm - 1pm

4.Enter your name and email address, and sign up

1100 Berkshire Blvd NW Calgary, AB T3K 3M3
Phone 403.275.2240 | Fax 403.274.3969 | www.ascensionparish.ca
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NEW YEARS MASS TIMES
New Years Eve, Dec 31°: 4pm, 8pm

New Years Day, Jan 1*: 8am, 10am and 12pm

VOLUNTEER RESOURCE MINISTRY
Our Parish is blessed to have so many wonderful volun-
teers who graciously share their time and talents in
helping build and strengthen our community. They are
the framework of our Parish. The various Ministries that
we have are carried out by our awesome volunteers.
Every volunteer makes a difference, and it truly is a re-
warding experience.
As our Parish continues to grow, we are always looking
for more volunteers who are interested in all our Minis-
tries and to help build our community. It is a wonderful
way to practice good stewardship as we work together
to service our faith community.
Please visit our Volunteer section on our website and
register your name. You can also email re-
soure@ascensionparish.ca for more information.
Our Volunteers Are Awesome! Be Part Of The Team!

ATRIUM - CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEP-
HERD

What if every child could have time and space specially
set aside for an encounter with Christ? Our Parish has
specially prepared an Atrium for the faith formation of
our young learners, ages 4-6. An Atrium is a sacred
space, and it is set apart for children so that they may
grow in their relationship with God. This 12-week pro-
gram will begin on January 9”‘, 2024. Registration is
open for the Tuesday session and space is limited. For
more information or to register your child, please con-
tact Katy at katymorrisonl@mac.com.

FRIDAY ADORATION
Join us for a moment of silence and prayer.
Every Friday
9:30am to 8:00pm

Please use the Chapel’s entrance located at the South
end of the Church during the day and especially after
4pm.

Please email office@ascensionparish.ca to register.

EVENTS & INFORMATION

SACRAMENTS

Thank you to all the families who have continued to enrich
their children’s faith by living the Sacraments. The power of
God’s love and His grace that is given to us in the Sacra-
ments will forever bring peace and hope into our lives.

Our Sacrament Registration will reopen on June 1%, 2024.

YOUTH GROUP - METANOIA
Calling all those in grade 5 to university to join our youth
group called Metanoia. The first meeting for 2024 will be
on January 11™ at 6:30pm. Please visit our website
www.ascensionparish.ca to register.

THAT MAN IS YOU

Inviting all men to join a spiritual journey to enhance your
faith, family life, and personal growth with the Lord. The
first session begins on January 13" at 7:15am. Please visit
our website www.ascensionparish.ca to register.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the last candle
that represents “LOVE”. The greatest gift God gives to us is
His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We must all remember;
He has come for everyone in the world. His love for all of us
is unconditional and as we prepare this final week of Ad-
vent, let us open our hearts and minds to accept His love.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a warm welcome to
our new and returning parishioners! We the Ascension
Catholic Parish Family are blessed to celebrate this joyous
season with you. May the light of Christmas fill our hearts
with joy, faith, hope, and love.
Please note: If you would like to get in touch with the Parish
Pastoral Council, please fill out the form online or leave a note
in the drop box by the office. Thank you and God Bless.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE
COUNCIL

As you have read Fr. John’s Christmas Letter, you can see
the various programs, activities, and retreats in which our
Parish has been blessed to grow and participate in.

Thank you to all who have continued to share your financial
gifts with the Parish during the past year. Your generosity
continues to support the operations and mortgage pay-
ments for our Parish. Please consider your giving options
for the coming year here at Ascension. We would appreci-
ate it if you could sign up for our pre-authorized donations
(PAD).

We will have a full financial update for the year closer to
the end of January.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!
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Answers to True or False: 1.false. (Gabriel) 2.false. 3.true. 4.true.
5.false. 6.true. 7.true. (the baby was John the Baptist!)
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Answer to front page: there are seven shepherds hiding in the picture.
Answer to inside page: the numbers are in this order:
4,77:5; 1,2,3,/6.
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