
Liturgically, New Year's Day always falls within the Christmas season and since New 
Year's Day always gives people a sense of optimism and a fresh start, the Church 
has dubbed it the World Day of Peace. 

In 1969, Pope Paul VI restored the ancient Roman practice of celebrating on Janu-
ary 1st a liturgical solemnity honoring Mary as the Mother of God. In his Apostolic 
Letter on Marian devotion, he made a connection between these two dimensions 
of how the Church welcomes the New Year. He wrote: 

“The restored Solemnity of Mary the holy Mother of God... is likewise a 
fitting occasion for renewing adoration of the newborn Prince of Peace, for 
listening once more to the glad tidings of the angels, and for imploring 
from God, through the Queen of Peace, the supreme gift of peace. It is for 
this reason that, in the happy concurrence of the Octave of Christmas and 
the first day of the year, we have instituted the World Day of Peace, an oc-
casion that is gaining increasing support and already bringing forth fruits of 
peace in the hearts of many.” 

Let us pray for peace in our world on this feast of Mary, Mother of God.  
Happy New Year!  

Fr. John Gannon 
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MASS TIMES 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday - Saturday: 9:00am 

NEW* Wednesday: 6:00pm 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday: 5:00pm & 7:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am; 10:00am;  

12:00pm & 4:00pm 

PARISH STAFF 
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Admin Assist: Jenn Pashula 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday—Saturday 
9:30am - 4:00pm 

Closed for Lunch 12pm—1pm 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

December 30 - 31, 2023 

Psalm 105: The Lord remembers his covenant forever.  

“To be Missionary Disciples”  
 We invite you to encounter Christ deeply in the Eucharist within a vibrant Catholic  

Community where you can use your gifts and talents to spread the Gospel message with joy 
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SACRAMENTS 
  

Facts of Faith! 
What is the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God? 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is a liturgical celebra-
tion observed on January 1st; it celebrates Mary as the Mother 
of Jesus and the Mother of the Church.  
 

Is a solemnity the same as a feast? 
Solemnities are special feasts – It is a designation used for cer-
tain days within the liturgical calendar of the Church. Solemni-
ties are the highest rank of liturgical celebration, higher than 
feast days or memorials. By celebrating a solemnity dedicated 
to Mary’s motherhood, the Church highlights the significance 
of her role in Christ’s life. 
 

The three solemnities which celebrate Mary:  

 
Source: Marialis Cultus, Pope Paul VI 

Mary, Mother 
of God 

“She is the Mother of the Head and of the 
members – the holy Mother of God and 
therefore the provident Mother of the 
Church” (January 1st ,2024) 

Assumption of 
Mary 

“Recognize the beginning that has al-
ready been made and the image of what, 
for the whole Church, must still come to 
pass” (August 15th ,2024) 

Immaculate 

Conception 

“Recognize the beginning of the Church, 
the spotless Bride of Christ” (December 
9th,2024) 

Page 2 EVENTS & INFORMATION 

YOUTH GROUP - METANOIA 
Calling all those in grade 5 to university to join our 
youth group called Metanoia. The first meetup for 
2024 will be on January 11th at 6:30pm. Please visit 
our website www.ascensionparish.ca to register. 

A YEAR IN REVIEW 

A heartfelt thank you to the parishioners of Ascension Catholic Parish for your active and meaningful participation throughout the 
year. Your dedication and contributions have enriched our community and strengthened our shared journey of faith.  
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