
ASCENSION CATHOLIC PARISH 

Sharing the Spirit  
Together in Christ 

1100 Berkshire Blvd NW Calgary, AB T3K 3M3 |Phone 403.275.2240 | Fax 403.274.3969 | www.ascensionparish.ca 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

May 4 - 5, 2024 

Psalm 98: The Lord has revealed His victory in the sight of the nations. 

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Dear friends, 
Although we are focusing on the Eucharist this Easter Season, it is only right to say a 
word about the Blessed Virgin Mary as we begin this month of May. She is Jesus’ moth-
er, and she is our mother, because at the foot of the Cross He entrusted us to her care. 
“Behold, your mother!” 
In my religious congregation, we ask each morning for the grace to receive Jesus in 
communion with the same devotion and love with which Mary would receive her Son in 
the Eucharist. Imagine that… Mary, who gave birth to Jesus, and loved Him, and strove 
to please God in all things, and saw Jesus arisen from the dead, would receive the Eu-
charist from the hands of St. Peter, or St. John, or St. Bartholomew. She knew that her 
Son was indeed the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit. How intimately she would 
feel His closeness, and how much love would spring up in her heart! 
As a matter of fact, in the Basilica of Orvieto, where one of the Eucharistic miracles took 
place, there is a Chapel which houses the corporal upon which the Blood of Christ fell 
from a consecrated Host. The Chapel is decorated with many frescos, all narrating mira-
cles of the Eucharist. And up near the ceiling there is a painting I liked a lot. It depicts 
precisely that: St. John the Evangelist offering the Host to Mary, our Mother, who 
kneels down in Adoration. 
I invite you once again to renew several dispositions when you receive the Eucharist. 
First of all, the disposition of Faith, aware that Jesus Himself will be our food. Abide in 
me, He said last Sunday, as I abide in you. “Lord, I believe in you, help me to recognize 
you in the Eucharist, to recognize you, too, in my brothers and sisters, and to serve 
you with love and devotion. You are my Lord… You are my God…” And secondly, the 
disposition of Reverence. Who are we, to receive Jesus? The Church tries to help us to 
remember this disposition at every Mass: “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word, and my soul shall be healed…” May we receive 
the Eucharist with great gratitude, reverence and joy.   
United with you in our love for the Risen Jesus, truly present in the Eucharist,  
Fr. JP 

“To be Missionary Disciples”  
 We invite you to encounter Christ deeply in the Eucharist within a vibrant Catholic  

Community where you can use your gifts and talents to spread the Gospel message with joy. 

MASS TIMES 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday - Saturday: 9:00am 

Wednesday: 6:00pm 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday: 5:00pm & 7:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am; 10:00am;  

12:00pm & 4:00pm 

PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Fr. JP 
Luxbacher 

Vicar: Fr. Adrian Martens 
(Sundays) 

Deacon: Patrick Woo 

Admin Assist: Jenn Pashula 

Sacraments: Linda Hengen 

Communications: Sophia 
Nelson 

Bookkeeper: Cindy Kreutzer 

Resource: Connie Raz 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday - Friday  
9:30am - 4:00pm 

Closed for Lunch 12pm—1pm 
Saturday  

9:30am - 1:00pm 
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Page 2 EVENTS & INFORMATION 
FACTS OF FAITH 

Solemnity of The Ascension of The Lord 

Next week we celebrate The Ascension of The Lord, we 
come together to celebrate and listen to the last words 
that Christ speaks to His Disciples.  
The Ascension is a liturgical Solemnity celebrated by all 
the Christian Churches. It falls on the fortieth day after 
Easter Sunday. Saint John Chrysostom and Saint Augus-
tine make reference to it, but it was probably Saint Greg-
ory of Nyssa who influenced the propagation of the 
feast. Since it falls on Thursday, in many countries, this 
Solemnity is transferred to the following Sunday. With 
his Ascension into heaven, the presence of the 
“historical Christ” comes to an end, and the presence of 
the Body of Christ, the Church, is inaugurated. 
 The text from Acts offers us some theological-spiritual 
coordinates to understand the mystery we are cele-
brating. The text says in Acts 1:11 that Jesus “was taken 
up”. It places emphasis that it was an action of God. A 
cloud “took him from their sight” (v. 9) recalls the image 
of the cloud on Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:15), the cloud above 
the ark of the covenant (Ex. 33:9), and lastly, the cloud 
on the Mount of the Transfiguration (Mk. 9:7). Jesus’s 
Ascension into heaven, therefore, is not a “separation” 
but a different way of being. He explains why the disci-
ples were “filled with joy” (see Lk. 24:52). Because Jesus 
died, rose, and now ascended, the gates of Heaven are 
open, the gates of eternal life. The “cloud of faith” that 
envelops our lives today is not an obstacle, but a way 
through which we can have a living and true experience 
of Jesus, since we have the certainty that if he has risen 
and ascended into heaven, the same destiny awaits us, 
since he is the first fruit (see 1 Cor. 15:20).  
We do not await the last day idly, nor do we close our-
selves in our own homes. But, as Jesus reminds us, we 
await the last day dedicated to a mission that reaches 
the ends of the earth. “You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witness-
es…to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:7ff). We are fortified 
by Jesus’s promise: “And behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the age” (Mt. 28:19), where Jesus is our 
God, God-with-us (see Ex 3:12), Emmanuel (see Mt. 1:23; 
Is. 7:14). 
And even if the disciples’ faithfulness failed at times, 
God’s faithfulness towards us never fails. This is why the 
journey of the community and of every disciple of the 
Risen Jesus is always open to new perspectives and pos-
sibilities, for nothing is impossible for God. 
 
cc: vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/solemnity-of-the-ascension-

of-the-lord.html 

Miracles of the Eucharist are miraculous divine 

interventions that are aimed at confirming faith in the 
real presence of the Body and Blood of the Lord in the 
Eucharist. Miracles of the Eucharist are intended to con-
firm this faith, which is based on the words of Christ, ac-
cording to which what seems like bread is no longer 
bread and what seems like wine is no longer wine. 

Our Parish is hosting The Eucharistic Miracles of the 

World Exhibition from May 8th - 17th
! This captivating 

exhibition showcases the miracles that have taken place 
around the globe. We warmly welcome you to experi-
ence this extraordinary display with us.  

SACRAMENTS 
As the Sacraments Preparation program for the year 2023 – 
2024 have ended, the staff of Ascension Catholic Parish 
would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all our volun-
teers, who have enriched our Sacraments with the gift of 
their time and talents.  

My dearest Thank You to the Bishop, Priests, Sacrament 
team, Ministries, office support, and families for guiding the 
faith journey of your children. To all the children, it has been 
an incredible year watching you grow in your faith! 

Peace and faith to all of you. Linda 

(Some of the heartfelt prayers submitted by the Confirmation  
recipients.) 
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MISSIONARY DISCIPLE - SPOTLIGHT 

Hi, I’m Arwin Alcaraz. I’m actively serving at our Parish as 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion and as a 
Church photographer every now and then. 
I have always been involved in Church ministries since I 
was a kid, especially having a brother who is a Catholic 
Priest. I started serving as an Altar Server when I was 8 
years old. I was also an active member of the choir and 
theater group in our Parish in the Philippines for 9 years. 
I played bass guitar with the Church choir/band at St. 
Luke's Parish for 4 years after immigrating to Canada.  
When our family moved to Ascension Catholic Parish, we 
were encouraged by Lucy Reyes to become actively in-
volved with Parish activities. Thanks to her encourage-
ment, my wife is also serving as a Lector, while both of 
our boys are serving as Altar servers.   
Volunteering in the Church with my family is our way of 
thanking God for all the blessings that He has given to us 
every single day. It enhances our prayer life by serving 
together and praying together. I'm always excited to 
come to Church and serve as a Eucharistic Minister. I feel 
like I am one of Jesus' disciples in our modern world. Be-
ing connected to the Church and with other parishioners 
is for me the best part of volunteering as well.  
For those who would like to volunteer, please 
don't hesitate anymore, Jesus is calling you right now 
right at this moment. In Matthew 4:19: Jesus said, 
“Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  

Page 3 A CALL TO SERVICE 

MASS INTENTIONS MAY 4 - MAY 11, 2024 

May 4 5pm 

For the special intention of Monica  
Sequeira 

May 4 7pm Mass for Parishioners 

May 5 8am For the soul of Gabina Elsa Lung 

May 5 10am For the soul of Theresa Fernandes 

May 5 12pm For the souls of Oscar & Ludivina De Jesus 

May 5 4pm For the soul of Bill Moe 

May 6 9am 

For the special intention of Dellano  
Fernandes 

May 7 9am For the soul of George D'Souza 

May 8 9am 

For the special intentions of Veronica & 
Frank Azichoba 

May 8 6pm 

For the special intentions of Francis &  
Veronica Azichoba 

May 9 9am For the soul of Sandra Jayasundera 

May 10 9am 

For the special intention of Maryjoy  
Anamali 

May 11 9am For the soul of Celso Perusini 

FINANCE 

In April our operating expenses were $58,098 and our 
operating donations were $84,718. 

Our building fund donations were $52,534. Our mort-
gage payment and expenses were $45,708. 

Together in Action (TIA) donations were $4,587. 

Thank you to those who donate consistently to our Par-
ish operations and Building Fund. 



 

Stay up to date by visiting our Social Media:      ascensionparishcalgary     ascensioncatholic 

For more information or to  
register, visit calgarydio-
cese.flocknote.com/WeekofFamily

Life or scan the QR code above. 

Page 4 MINISTRY CONTACTS 
Administrative Assistant: Jenn Pashula | office@ascensionparish.ca 
Communications: Sophia Nelson | communications@ascensionparish.ca 
Volunteer Resource: Connie Raz | resource@ascensionparish.ca 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism: Linda Hengen | baptism@ascensionparish.ca  
Sacramental Preparation: Linda Hengen | sacraments@ascensionparish.ca 
Marriage Prep: Ferdie Gayos | ferdie.gayos@calgarydiocese.ca  
Marriage and Convalidation | office@ascensionparish.ca 
RCIA: Rob Kehrig | robkehrig@gmail.com 
 

MINISTRIES 

Parish Pastoral Council: Rodel Cenabre I rodelcenabre@gmail.com 
Finance Council: Christina Dao | c_dc_d@hotmail.com 
Building Fund: Mark Holland | markholland@shaw.ca  
Special Events Fundraising: Holly Davidson I hollyd@telus.net 
Ex-ord. Min. of Holy Communion: Nadia Oliverio | nadia.oliverio23@gmail.com 
Liturgical Ministries: Andrew Harich | harich0307@gmail.com 
Lectors: Andrew Harich | harich0307@gmail.com 
Music: Maryna Szojka | music@ascensionparish.ca 
Sacristans: James Chuah | jameschuah10248@gmail.com 
Ushers: Vinay Parmar I vparmar@flyht.com 
Greeters: Eneyo Eyo | eneyo.eyo@gmail.com 
Mass Participation Tracker: Flor De Souza | flordes18@yahoo.ca 
Weekday Masses: Connie Raz | connieraz@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care: Connie Raz | resource@ascensionparish.ca 
Youth: | youth@ascensionparish.ca 
Art and Environment: Maria San Miguel | let@shaw.ca 
Altar Serving:  Mary Grace Gueco | server@ascensionparish.ca 
RSVP: Lucy Reyes | Lucy.reyes@me.com 
Landscaping Ministry: Vinay Parmar I vparmar@flyht.com 
Property Management Team:  Russell Todd | property@ascensionparish.ca 
Vocation Chalice Coordinator: Violeta Romero | violy1416@yahoo.com  
Linens | angiepatawaran1@gmail.com  
Funeral Lunch | iwoytas@gmail.com 

 

LAY ASSOCIATIONS 

Catholic Women’s League: Sheryl Bennett | cwl.ascension@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus: Chris Rappel | gk10065@kofc.ab.ca 
Legion of Mary: Mary Shu | mary.dp.shu@hotmail.com 
Regnum Christi: Eileen Coady | calgaryregnumchristi@gmail.com  
St. Vincent dePaul  : Grant Dusyk | president.ascension.ssvp@gmail.com 
SSVP: Hamper Request | 587.755.3855 | help.ascension.ssvp@gmail.com   
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